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1 A new inhalation device, which during oper- 
ation causes an aerosol to be formed inside a 
chamber such as a capsule (4) which occludes 
one end (3) of the inhalation tube (1), the cap- 
sule having holes at its extremities (7,8) which 
admit airflow. The airflow causes the powder 
contained inside the capsule to be surprisingly 
transported to the capsule extremity contrary to 
the direction of inhalation, that is towards the 
air entry holes in the capsule, and then to form 
an aerosol until all powder has been removed 
from the capsule or chamber through the tube 
(1), the duration of inhalation being chiefly 
regulated by the size and proportion of the 
capsule holes. The tube (1) has air inlets down- 
stream of the capsule to permit a balanced 
airflow that will transport the finely suspended 
powder into the lungs, maximizing the fraction 
of medicament deposited therein. 
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This invention relates to a method of fluidising a 
powdered medicament for inhalation and to a pow- 
dered medicament inhalation device. 

Pressurized inhalers for administering a metered 
dose of powdered medicament have long been 
known, but their use of chlorof luorocarbons as propel- 
lants is environmentally undesirable, and there is cur- 
rently a renewed interest in breath-actuated powder 
inhalation devices. 

There are many known devices for the self- 
administration of a powdered medicament by inhala- 
tion. These devices comprise an inhalation tube 
through which the patient inhales into his mouth or 
nose, and means for releasing a dose of powder into 
the air stream so that it is carried in the air stream 
through the mouth and throat into the lungs. Some de- 
vices contain a store of powder and are arranged to 
release a metered dose each time the device is used. 
Others utilise frangible capsules which contain a unit 
dose of medicament. These devices usually also 
comprise some means for puncturing or breaking the 
capsule to release the contents. Examples of cap- 
sule-using devices are shown in GB-A-1561835, US- 
A-4889114 and US-A-3991761. 

Some capsule using devices have a low resis- 
tance to airflow and, as a result, during operation the 
powder tends to be administered too quickly and all at 
once. With the airflow saturated with powder, a con- 
siderable quantity of the powder can impinge in the 
mouth and throat, where it serves no beneficial ther- 
apeutic effect; indeed, the chief objective of the de- 
vice, from a therapeutical aspect, is the maximization 
of the quantity of powder that reaches the lungs, a 
concern which until recently had remained second- 
ary. 

Whilst many known powder devices have proved 
reasonably satisfactory in practice, they all have the 
disadvantage that the user has no simple means of 
knowing, during use, whether the full dose of medica- 
ment has actually been administered. Thus, in the 
commercially available known devices, the powder 
dose to be administered is hidden within the device so 
that at the time of inhalation the user cannot be cer- 
tain that it has all been released and inhaled. Further- 
more, in some known devices there is a visible build- 
up over a period of use of a powder deposit in the de- 
vice, requiring frequent cleaning. A further disadvan- 
tage of some known powder devices is their mechan- 
ical complexity, resulting in an increased production 
cost and difficult assembly. 

We have now devised a method for fluidising a 
powdered medicament for inhalation and an inhala- 
tion device, which can be simple to operate and ther- 
apeutically efficient, and can give the user clear evi- 
dence of effective release of capsule contents during 
the inhalation process. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a method of administering a pow- 



dered medicament by inhalation, which comprises 
drawing air through an inhalation tube which is sub- 
stantially closed by a chamber (e.g. a capsule such as 
a gelatine capsule) containing the medicament, the 

5 chamber having air passage holes to allow air to be 
drawn therethrough to fluid ise and remove the pow- 
dered contents therefrom into the tube, and admitting 
air to the tube downstream of the chamber. 

The invention also provides a powdered medica- 

10 ment inhaler which comprises an inhalation tube, 
chamber receiving means therein whereby a chamber 
can be received to substantially close the tube, and 
an air inlet downstream of the chamber receiving 
means. 

is The invention further provides a powdered med- 

icament inhaler which comprises an inhalation tube, 
a chamber substantially closing the tube, and an air 
inlet downstream of the chamber, the chamber having 
small through holes to permit air flow therethrough 
20 into the tube. 

In accordance with a feature of the invention, in 
use of the inhaler the inhalation tube is substantially 
closed by the chamber. By this, we mean that the nor- 
mal airflow possible through an open inhalation tube 
25 is essentially blocked or prevented by the chamber. 
The chamber does have some orifices therein to per- 
mit air to be drawn through it into the inhalation tube, 
but these are small in relation to the tube diameter. 
In accordance with a further feature of the inven- 
30 tion, the inhalation tube, although it is substantially 
blocked in use by the chamber, has an air inlet to ad- 
mit air freely to the tube downstream of the chamber 
(i.e. between the chamber and the mouth end of the 
inhalation tube). In this way, the user can draw an 
35 adequate supply of air through the tube, but only a 
small part will have come through the chamber. We 
have found that this simple construction can give ex- 
cellent f luidisation of powder inside the chamber and 
excellent flow of powder directly through the tube, 
40 mouth and throat into the lungs. We have also found 
that this fluidisation is important to provoke the dis- 
persion of powder agglomerates into the desired fine 
particles. 

Furthermore, by careful selection and control of 
45 the airflow permitted through the chamber, the device 
can be tuned to suit different users and/or different 
medicaments. 

The chamber for containing the powdered medi- 
cament can, for example, be constructed integrally 
so with the tube, or it may be a separate unit receivable 
or connectable to the tube. The chamber can include 
a dose providing means for supplying a unit dose of 
medicament to the chamber ready for inhalation. The 
chamber can include a dose providing means for sup- 
55 plying a dose unit of medicament to the chamber 
ready for inhalation. Alternatively, and in accordance 
with a preferred aspect of this invention, the chamber 
comprises a capsule which may be conventional 
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apart from the provision therein of holes for the air 
flow therethrough. The invention will hereafter be de- 
scribed mainly with reference to its use of a capsule 
chamber but it is to be understood that the invention 
is not limited to the use of a capsule. 5 

In use of an inhaler of the invention, air is drawn 
through the capsule or other chamber to fluidise ("ae- 
rosol is e°) the powder therein. The air entry holes in 
the chamber should be of a size small enough to se- 
verely restrict the admission of air into the chamber, 10 
when compared to the main airflow created by the 
user inhaling through the device. This causes a low 
pressure area inside the chamber in front of the air en- 
try holes, causing the powder to move at first toward 
that area, from which it is then f luidised and transport- 15 
ed in the opposite direction, toward the air exit holes 
and into the tube. The aerosol so generated is then 
diluted by .admission of air into the inhalation tube, 
downstream of the chamber via one or more air inlets, 
so assisting the delivery of the powder to the lungs. 20 

In a very simple and elementary form, the inhaler 
of the invention comprises a simple tube one end of 
which is receivable in the user's mouth (or nostril) and 
the other end of which is sized to receive in friction fit 
a gelatin or plastic capsule containing the medica- 25 
ment. Between the capsule and the mouth end of the 
tube, one or more air-inlet holes are provided. The 
capsule has one or more air passage holes at its outer 
end, and air/powder passage holes at its inner end to 
release the powder into the inhalation tube during use 30 
of the device. The capsule can be visible during use 
of the device so that the user can see the aerosol isa- 
tion of the powder therein and be assured as to its 
substantially complete emptying into the inhalation 
tube. 35 

It will be appreciated that, unlike certain prior de- 
vices where powder capsules have been used, the 
capsule in the present invention is neither made to ro- 
tate, to vibrate or to be twisted open. Here, the only 
movement present is that of the powder within the 40 
capsule, which passes through the inhalation tube to 
the lungs. 

The inhalation tube is provided with one or more 
air inlets to provide a supply of air into the tube down- 
stream of the chamber. We prefer to provide such in- <s 
lets close to the end of the chamber. In one construc- 
tion, the inlet(s) can be around the periphery of the 
chamber but more usually they will be slightly spaced 
downstream of the chamber. The size of the air in- 
let(s) will depend on the overall construction of the so 
device as will be more fully described hereafter. 

The inhalation tube itself can be, for example, a 
straw or the like, or it can be a flexible or rigid plastics 
or other tube. It can be disposable (for once-only use) 
or it can be made for continued use, the used capsule 55 
shell (or other chamber) being removed after each 
use. The nature of the tube is not critical except for 
the provision of the air inlet(s) and for the provision of 



the capsule-receiving means. 

The capsule-receiving means (or, more general- 
ly, the chamber receiving means) is arranged so that, 
when a capsule is located therein, the through-bore 
of the inhalation tube is blocked by the capsule. The 
seal need not be perfect and, indeed, in one arrange- 
ment described an air inlet passage is provided be- 
tween the periphery of the capsule and the tube. 
However, generally the capsule will be a tight friction 
fit in the bore of the tube to substantially occlude it 
In this way, during use of the device, most of the in- 
haled air is supplied by the air inlet(s) with only a small 
quantity being admitted through the capsule holes. In 
a simple arrangement, the capsule-receiving means 
is the appropriately dimensioned inside end of the in- 
halation tube. In other more complex arrangements, 
the capsule receiving means can be, for example, a 
separate unit attachable to the inhalation tube as de- 
sired. 

In one particular aspect of the invention, the pow- 
dered medicament inhaler of the present invention is 
for use with standard (or specially made) convention- 
al-type capsules containing unit doses of medica- 
ment, and the invention will hereafter be so descri- 
bed. As stated previously, it is possible, however, to 
use other forms of chamber for housing unit doses of 
medicament, and to provide these to the inhalation 
tube to achieve essentially the same effect as with 
the capsules, and such arrangements are included 
herein. 

The capsules for use in the inhalers of the inven- 
tion must be punctured before use so as to allow an 
air flow therethrough. To achieve this, one or more 
holes are formed in the capsules. In a preferred ar- 
rangement, the holes are formed at each of the ends 
of the capsule, but other arrangements are possible. 
When the capsule is located in the capsule-receiving 
means, one hole or set of holes (the "exit holes") must 
open into the inhalation tube and the other hole or 
holes (the "entry holes") must open to an air supply. 
We have observed that small air entry holes, of a di- 
ameter of less than 1 mm, provide for the best swirl 
of product inside the capsule. With less restricted air 
entry holes, the powder may exit the capsule in too 
short a time to be properly diluted by the air entering 
through the tube inlets, or may even fail completely 
to be suspended as an aerosol. The exit and entry 
holes may be of the same or different sizes, and there 
may be the same or different numbers of each. In 
general, we prefer that the total area of the exit holes 
be greater than, for example one half to three times 
greater than, the total area of the entry holes. How- 
ever, the optimum arrangement can be determined by 
routine trial and experiment Instead of using cap- 
sules which have different puncture areas at each 
end, it is possible to use capsules equally punctured 
at each end, but to restrict the air supply to the air en- 
try holes of the capsule through the use of a similarly 
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pierced cover or cap fitted over the air entry side of 
the capsule. 

Capsules which have been punctured for use in 
the present invention are novel per se and form a fur- 
ther aspect of the present invention. 

The passage of air through the punctured cap- 
sule f luidises the powder therein, and causes it to be 
finely suspended. The turbulence is visible through 
the clear wall of the capsule, and the user simply in- 
hales for as long as powder is visible in the capsule. 
Because of the restricted admission of air into the 
capsule, and resulting limited supply out of it, the de- 
livery of powder from the capsule can be kept desir- 
ably slow. The slowness of the emptying of the pow- 
der |s a highly desirable feature of this device, as it 
permits to match the time it takes to empty the cap- 
sule with the time it takes to fill the user's lungs. This 
causes the powder to be finely dispersed and trans- 
ported by air flow, reducing the quantity of powder be- 
coming stuck in the user's mouth or throat, and in- 
creasing the proportion which reaches the lungs. 

In general, most of the air inhaled will enter the in- 
halation tube via the air inlet(s) therein, the proportion 
reaching 80%, or more in certain cases. The remain- 
der comes through the capsule and, in so doing, en- 
trains the powder therein. In any particular case, rou- 
tine trial and experiment will reveal the optimum ar- 
rangement for air flows, to achieve the desired ef- 
fects. One feature which can be achieved in the de- 
vices of the invention is a level of resistance to airflow 
which makes the device comfortable for the user by 
reducing the effort required to empty the capsule. 

The role of air passages in the device is impor- 
tant In the following description, the capsule holes 
are assumed to have all the same diameter, so that a 
variation in the number of holes results in a propor- 
tionate and measurable change in their total surface 
area. 

We have found that by having fewer entry holes 
than exit holes in the capsule, it is possible to slow 
down the rate at which the powder is drawn out of the 
capsule. All other things being equal, the fewer the 
number of air entry holes in the capsule, the slower 
the release of the powder into the tube and thence 
through the mouth and into the lungs. 

Conversely, by having air inlet(s) on the tube, the 
total surface area of which can be, for example, 2 to 
1 2 times that of the capsule air entry holes, it is pos- 
sible to regulate the resistance of the device to the 
passage of air. All other things being equal, the great- 
er the area of the air inlet(s) on the tube, the greater 
the quantity of air entering the tube and the greater 
its powder entrainment capability. 

We have also found that by varying the number 
and combination of air entry and exit holes on the 
capsule, it is possible to regulate the operation of the 
device, filled with powders of different particle sizes. 
Generally, powders with a smaller particle size will re- 



BNSDOCID: < E P 0666085 A 1 J _> 



quire a smaller total area of entry and exit air holes, 
than powders with a greater particle size, to achieve 
the same emptying of the capsule in the same period . 
of time. 

5 Consequently, by experimentally varying the 

surface area and number of air passages, different 
embodiments of this invention can be optimized to 
suit the needs of users with different inhalation abili- 
ties, such as children, adults or the elderly, as well as 

10 the requirements of powder with different particle si- 
zes and aerodynamic properties. 

Thus the existence of various inlets and holes 
provides for different conditions throughout the de- 
vice. Within the capsule, the restricted admission of 

15 air causes a low pressure area and high air resis- 
tance, leading to a fluidisation of the powder, finely 
suspending it. In the tube, the tow air resistance 
caused by more air being drawn through the air inlets 
results in a more comfortable use to the patient as 

20 well as a high powder entrainment capacity. The em- 
bodiment of this invention combines the benefits of 
both low air resistance overall and high air resistance 
in the capsule, with none of their respective disadvan- 
tages. 

25 The provision of holes in the capsules to enable 

the airflow therethrough can be effected in any suit- 
able way. For examples, needles can be used to form 
the holes, but we prefer to puncture the capsules with 
the cutting edge such as a knife blade. In this way, the 

30 risk of the puncturing action producing gelatine debris 
is reduced and control of the size of the cuts enables 
the airflow to be controlled. Furthermore, we have 
found that spillage of the powder contents from the 
capsule can be practically nil when the holes are 

35 formed by cutting whereas powder loss can some- 
times occur when holes are formed using needles. 
We have referred above to the use of small entry 
holes of less than 1 mm. Holes produced by cutting 
are of an oblong shape, with the cut having a width at 

40 its widest point of typically 0.5 mm and a length of 3 
to 5 mm. 

The device of the invention can include a means 
for puncturing the pre-filled capsules, and this may 
form an integral part of the device or it may be a sep- 

45 arate unit. Known such devices normally comprise 
one or more needles arranged to pierce the capsule. 
A preferred device for use in the present invention 
would provide a larger area of puncture in one region 
of the capsule than in another region. Where, in ac- 

50 cordance with a preferred feature of the invention, the 
holes are formed by cutting, cutting blades can be 
provided to form cuts in, for example, each end of the 
capsule as desired. In one preferred arrangement, 
the chamber receiving means comprises a barrel 

55 member including an elongate container for housing 
a single capsule, and knife members are provided to 
form cuts in each end of the capsule by relative move- 
ment between the capsule and the blades. 

4 
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Alternatively, holes can-be pre-formed in the 
capsules, the holes being temporarily covered to pre- 
vent premature loss of powder therefrom. When it is 
desired to use a capsule, the temporary cover (e.g. 
adhesive film) can be removed. In one particular em- 
bodiment, a capsule (or capsule-like chamber) is pro- 
vided at one end of an inhalation tube, the outer holes 
of the capsule being temporarily covered with peel- 
able film and the inner holes also temporarily cov- 
ered. Then, immediately prior to use, the covers are 
removed. 

In the preferred devices of the invention, where a 
capsule containing a unit dose is used, there is no 
shaking or vibration required to empty the contents. 
This contrasts with many prior art devices. In the 
present invention, the powder is removed by the 
unique air flow arrangements in the device. In oper- 
ation the powder contents of a capsule form a "danc- 
ing cloud" as they are air-borne. The capsule itself re- 
mains substantially motionless during inhalation. 

In order that the invention may be more fully un- 
derstood, reference is made to the accompanying 
drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a longitudinal section of a first embodi- 
ment of device of the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of a second em- 
bodiment of device of the invention; 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section of a third embodi- 
ment of device of the invention; 
Fig. 4 is a front elevation of an embodiment of 
capsule; 

Fig. 5 is a rear elevation of the capsule of Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is a side elevation of a third embodiment of 

a device of the invention; 

Fig. 7 is an "exploded" view of the components of 

the device of f igure 6 (also with a cap); 

Fig. 8 is a detail section along the axis of bore 

120, showing a capsule positioned in the device 

of Fig. 7, ready for inhalation. 

Referring to the drawings, in which like numerals 
indicate like parts, there is shown an inhalation tube 
1, having an end 2 to be received in the user's mouth, 
and a remote end 3. 

In Fig. 1, a gelatin capsule 4 is snugly fitting and 
held in remote end 3 of tube 1. Near the inner end 5 
of capsule 4 are two air-inlet orifices 6 in the tube 1 . 

Capsule 4 is a conventional capsule of two parts 
with rounded ends 5 and 5a. Outer end 5a has two 
holes 7 therein and inner end 5 has four holes 8 there- 
in - (see also Figs. 4 and 5). The holes are the same 
size (although they need not be). For a standard no. 
4 capsule (14 mm x 5mm). the hole size can be 
0.65mm diameter for example. The capsule 4 con- 
tains a dose (9) of medicament, either pure or mixed 
in a carrier powder. The powder should preferably not 
fill more than about 10%. of the volume of the cap- 
sule, to provide adequate space for aerosol isation of 
the powder during use. 



Fig. 2 differs from Fig. 1 in that a cover 20 is pro- 
vided over the outer end 5a of capsule 4, which end 
may have the same number of holes 10 therein as in- 
ner end 5. Cover 20 has a restricted air orifice 21. 
5 Fig. 3 differs from Fig. 1 in that air inlets 6 have 

been omitted and, instead, inner radial fins 30 are 
provided at end 3 of tube 1 to hold the capsule 4 
spaced from the inner wall of the tube and so provide 
air inlet passages between the periphery of the cap- 
to sule 4 and the tube 1. 

Figs. 6 to 8 illustrate a third embodiment of inhal- 
er of the invention. In these Figs., like numerals indi- 
cate like parts. 

Fig. 6 shows the inhaler 70 comprising a capsule 
15 reservoir cap 71, a rotatable barrel member 72 and 
mouthpiece member 73. Mouthpiece member 73 in- 
cludes a capsule ejection orifice 74 and an inhalation 
orifice 75. Barrel member 72 includes a series of ex- 
ternal ribs 76 for improved manual grip. 
20 Fig. 7 is an "exploded" view of the inhaler of Fig. 

6 showing its components. Capsule reservoir cap 71 
comprises a cylindrical cap member closed at one 
end 80, the other end 81 being open and containing 
internally thereof short screw-threads 82. Reservoir 
25 support body 83 is of circular cross-section and in- 
cludes a series of short screw-threads 84 on the per- 
iphery thereof formating engagement with threads 82 
on reservoir cap 71 . Support body 83 is formed on its 
forward face 89 with an axial hole 85 keyed to receive 
30 one end of axle 86. Offset from axial hole 85 is a 
through-bore 87 opening in an upstanding cylindrical 
sleeve on rear face 90. Receivable in sleeve 88 is a 
cylinder 91 having a supply of capsules 92, stacked 
endwise. 

35 Support member 83 also has two other upstand- 

ing cylindrical sleeves 93, 94 on its rear face 90, which 
receive and close the ends of spare capsule supply 
cylinders 95, 96. Mounted on front face 89 of support 
83 is a cutting blade 97 projecting perpendicular to 

40 the face 89. Also on face 89 is an ejector ramp pro- 
jection 150. 

Barrel member 72 has an axial bore 100 in which 
is received axle 86 about which barrel member 72 is 
rotatable. Barrel 72 has an offset through-bore 101 

45 which constitutes a container for receiving a capsule 
in use of the device. Around the periphery of cylindri- 
cal barrel 72 are external ribs 76. Each end face 102, 
103 of the barrel has a peripheral upstanding wall 
104, 105 of a height slightly greater than the project- 

50 ing length of blades 97, 1 1 0 so that the blades do not 
engage the respective end faces 102, 103 of the bar- 
rel member. 

Blade support member 111 is of a circular shape 
and has an axial bore keyed to one end of the axle 86. 
55 The member 111 has a first through bore 112 and a 
second through bore 113. Projecting from member 
111 towards barrel member 72 is a knife 110. Member 
111 has two air inlets (not shown in Fig. 7; see Fig. 8), 
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which are straight bores perpendicular to the axis of 
first through bore 112. 

Mouthpiece 73 is joined face to face to support 
member 111. Mouthpiece 73 has a first through bore 
120 which constitutes an inhalation tube terminating 
at inhalation orifice 75 and a second through bore 1 21 
which is a used capsule ejection bore, and terminates 
at capsule ejection orifice 74. 

Mouthpiece 73 is joined face-to face to support 
member 111. Mouthpiece 73 has a first through bore 
120 which constitutes an inhalation tube terminating 
at inhalation orifice 75. A cap 130 can be provided to 
cover the mouthpiece 73 when the device is not in 
use, the cap including a pocket clip 131. 

The assembly and operation of the device are as 
follows. Cylinder 91 containing a supply of powder 
containing capsules 92 is located in sleeve 88 and a 
capsule moves under gravity into bore 87 of body 83. 
Barrel 72 is rotated with respect to supports 83 and 
111, about axle 86, to bring bore 1 01 into line with bore 
87. The capsule enters and is fully received into the 
barrel member. The capsule is slightly longer than the 
distance between the end faces 102, 103 of the barrel 
member, as a result of which the opposed ends of the 
capsule project beyond the said end faces 102, 103. 

The barrel has a ratchet (or other device) associ- 
ated therewith whereby it can be rotated about axle 86 
in one direction only and in stepwise motion. The 
ratchet is not shown. The barrel is now rotated and 
this brings each projecting end of the capsule, in turn, 
into engagement with a respective knife member 97, 
110. The ends of the capsule are thus slit (see slits 
140, 141 in Fig. 8). 

The barrel is now advanced further, to bring the 
capsule into alignment with bore 112 of support 111. 
The unit is now ready for inhalation. The user inserts 
the end of the mouthpiece 73 into their mouth and in- 
hales. Air is drawn through inhalation tube 120 and 
bore 112 and thus through bore 101 in barrel 72. The 
suction draws the capsule forward to enter bore 112 
and engage closely the end of bore 120 (see Fig. 8). 
To facilitate seating of the end of the capsule in bore 
120, the end of the bore can be flared at 142 (Fig. 8). 

The air flowing through the mouthpiece enters 
the device primarily through the path of least resis- 
tance, which is through air inlets 143 but also, in a 
smaller amount, through the slits in the capsule. Thus 
air is drawn through the capsule entering at slit 140 
and exiting with the entrained powder at slit 141, for 
passage via bore 112, where a considerable amount 
of air is admitted through inlets 143. The air flow en- 
training the powder now enters bore 120 of the 
mouthpiece for passage into the user's mouth. As bar- 
rel 72 is transparent, the user can repeat the inhala- 
tion operation for as long as powder remains visible 
inside the capsule. 

Finally, after the contents of the capsule have 
been inhaled and the suction has stopped, the empty 
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capsule falls away from the flared end of bore 1 20 into 
the barrel bore 101. The barrel then continues to be 
rotated in the same direction as before to bring the 
capsule, still in bore 101 into line with the ejection 
5 bore 113. Simultaneously, the rearward end of the 
capsule is engaged by ejector ramp projection 150 
which pushes the spent capsule out of ejection orifice 
74. Barrel 72 is now rotated to bring the empty bore 
101 into registry with bore 87 to receive another cap- 
to sule from reservoir cylinder 91 . When cylinder is emp- 
ty, cap 71 is removed and tube 91 is replaced by one 
of cylinders 95, 96. 

The device in Fig. 7 relies on gravity for loading 
and ejecting capsules; therefore these operations 
15 have to be conducted with the device held close to the 
vertical. The operations of cutting the capsule and in- 
haling it can be done with the device held in any pos- 
ition. 

20 

Claims 

1. A method of fluidising a powdered medicament 
for inhalation, which method comprises drawing 

25 air through an inhalation tube which is substan- 

tially closed by a chamber containing the medica- 
ment, the chamber having air passage holes to al- 
low air to be drawn therethrough to fluidise and 
remove the powder contents therefrom into the 

30 tube, and admitting air to the tube downstream of 

the chamber. 

2. A powdered medicament inhaler which compris- 
es an inhalation tube, chamber receiving means 

35 therein whereby a capsule or other chamber can 

be received therein to substantially close the 
tube, and an air inlet downstream of the capsule 
receiving means. 

40 3. An inhaler according to claim 2, wherein the cap- 
sule receiving means comprises the remote end 
of the inhalation tube internally dimensioned to 
receive a capsule in close friction fit 

45 4. An inhaler according to claim 2 or 3, which in- 
cludes a capsule, said capsule containing a unit 
dose of a powder medicament, and having at 
least one entry hole therein to admit air and at 
least one exit hole therein to allow powder en- 

so trained in the air to leave the capsule and enter 
the inhalation tube. 

5. A powdered medicament inhaler which compris- 
es an inhalation tube, a chamber substantially 
55 closing the tube, and an air inlet downstream of 

the chamber, the chamber having small through 
holes to permit air flow therethrough into the 
tube. 

6 
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6. An inhaler according to claim 5, wherein the 
chamber is a capsule having at least one entry 
hole to admit air and at least one exit hole to allow 
powder entrained in the air to leave the capsule 

and enter the inhalation tube. s 

7. An inhaler according to claim 2, which comprises 
a reservoir for containing a supply of powder-con- 
taining capsules, and means for supplying a cap- 
sule from said reservoir to said chamber receiv- 10 
ing means. 

8. An inhaler according to claim 7, which further 
comprises knife means and means for moving 

said capsule relative to said knife means to form 15 
at least one air entry hole and at least one exit 
hole in said capsule. 

9. An inhaler according to claim 6 or 8, wherein the 
total area of the exit hole(s) is greater then the to- 20 
tal area of the inlet hole(s). 

10. An inhaler according to claims 4,6,7,8 or 9, 
wherein during use the movement of the powder 

in the capsule is visible to the user through the 25 
capsule wall. 
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